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All Saints' Sunday B The Rev. Darcy Williams @ Emmanuel Chestertown             7 November 2021 

Readings:  Wisdom 3:1-9  Psalm 24 Revelation 21:1-6a   John 11:32-44 

 

 "The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein. 

For it is he who founded it upon the seas and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep." 

 

These opening words from Psalm 24, the psalm appointed for All Saints Day, Year B, speak to 

our hearts with poetic beauty of the wonders of God's creation, and present a subtle reminder that 

all we are and all we have is a gift from God. On this 6th Sunday of our celebration of Creation 

Season, All Saints Day, and the Sunday leading into Stewardship season, I ask you to pause 

today to reflect on God’s many blessings in our lives as we also remember that great cloud of 

witnesses who have gone before us and on whose shoulders we stand. 

 

For centuries, the church reserved the feast of All Saints as a day to remember those individuals 

whose lives and deeds of faith made them worthy of the pope officially declaring them as saints 

of God. Many were ones martyred for their faith, ones who in the face of oppression and the 

threat of a painful death, refused to stop preaching and teaching the life of faith and way of Jesus, 

the son of God. These were men and women who were tortured and died for their faith, ones like 

Peter, Andrew, Stephen, Paul, Barnabas, Perpetua, Joan of Arc, Agnes, and Agatha. Others lived 

holy and virtuous lives, worthy of our emulation and imitation, ones like Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, Bernadette of Lourdes, Anthony of Padua, Francis of Assisi, and Teresa of Calcutta. As a 

child attending Catholic school, I heard many stories about the saints. Our teachers would read to 

us from a book called the Lives of the Saints, and would remind us how holy, selfless and close 

to God these people were. Those who were not declared saints by the pope were remembered on 

a separate day – the Feast of All Souls. 

 

But the true meaning of “saint” is not martyr, nor is heroic. A saint is a "holy one." -- those who 

let the light of Christ shine through them.  

 

They are our loved ones who have gone before us, those we remembered this morning as we 

placed a stone in the water, using that stone as the ancient Jews did: a tangible and visible 

reminder of the bond we have with them. They are the ones for whom we will pray in our 

Prayers of the People this morning -- ones named aloud and in the silence of our hearts. They are 

the ones who loved us, and taught us what it means to be the beloved children of God. They rest 

in the glory of God's redeeming grace and are part of that "great cloud of witnesses" who 

surround us everyday of our lives.  

 

But the Feast of ALL Saints is not only the time to honor and celebrate those canonized by the 

church, and our loved ones who are resting in the Lord from their labors, today we also gather to 

honor and celebrate those saints who are still alive right here in our midst. The light of Christ 

shines through them. They love us, teach us, and through their actions, they bring the kingdom of 

God a little closer.  They are your neighbor. They are you. Together we form part of the 

communion of saints, the living and dead bound together in Christ by prayer and sacrament. By 

virtue of our baptism, we are saints of God, God's holy people.  

 

We are not perfect. We may not feel worthy. But sainthood is not about perfection or worthiness.   

It is about being God's hands and feet on earth. It is about doing the work God has called us to 
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do, living our lives as best as we can loving God and loving our neighbor – living Jesus’ way of 

love. 

 

When we gather here at Emmanuel, we gather with all of the saints – past, present and those yet 

to come. We can feel the presence of those who have worshipped here for more almost 400 

years. Their prayers have seeped deeply into the walls of this historic place.  We can feel the 

resonance of their faith; hear the whisper of their voices; see the results of their stewardship. 

Through their efforts we have this historic building, the beautiful stained-glass windows, our 

magnificent organ, the Garth, and the parish hall, classrooms and offices. Talk to people around 

Chestertown. Listen to the stories of a parish that does not rest on its laurels, but continues to 

reach out to the community spreading the gospel through actions as well as words. 

 

These last 20 plus months of life in the midst of a global pandemic have been challenging at 

best. But through it all, Emmanuel has continued to be a place where the light of Christ 

shines brightly. We have found new ways to gather and be the church. We have kept the 

important old traditions alive, while creating new ones. Our staff (Laura in the office, Jenny 

in Sunday School, Stephanie and Avis our musicians), and you, our volunteers who are the 

backbone of our many ministries, especially the Vestry, the Search Committee, Altar Guild, 

Flower Guild, lectors, intercessors, ushers, Eucharistic ministers, pastoral care team, kitchen 

krew and others, have given their time and talent to keep things running smoothly, and to 

welcome others into our midst. Today, I ask you to remember the generosity of those who 

have worshipped as part of this community of faith along the Chester River since the early 

1700’s.  I ask you to remember the words of the psalmist: The earth is the LORD's and all 

that is in it, the world and all who dwell therein.  God has blessed us abundantly and asks 

only that we respond in love. I ask you to join me, the wardens and the vestry in pledging 

your support to doing God's work through Emmanuel Church in Chestertown, the Diocese 

of Easton and in the world when you receive you Stewardship mailing. 

 

Next week, Earl McGimpsey, a member of both the Vestry and the Search Committee will tell us 

what Emmanuel means to him and Sue, and why it is important, especially this year for each of 

us to prayerfully and faithfully respond to God's presence in our lives when the Stewardship 

mailing arrives with your pledge card. The Vestry is asking each of us to look into our hearts, 

and with faith and thanksgiving pledge ourselves to build-up God's kingdom through the good 

work of this parish, and in preparation for calling the 34th rector of Emmanuel.   

 

I don’t know what God has planned for Emmanuel in the years ahead, but I know it will be 

amazing.   AMEN. 


