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Easter Yr B  The Rev. Dr. F. Darcy Williams at Emmanuel, Chestertown  4 April 2021 

Isaiah  25:6-9  Psalm 118: 1-2; 14-24  Acts 10:34-43   Mark 16:1-8  
 

Alleluia. The Lord is risen!  The Lord is Risen indeed!  Allelulia! 

 

THAT is the Good News we celebrate this Easter morning as we gather outside our church 

building.  Death did not have the final word.  Darkness did not prevail.  God has done a new 

thing.  New life has risen from the empty tomb.  And we are certainly doing a new thing today! 

In the 55 weeks since March 15, the last almost normal Sunday we gathered inside for the Holy 

Eucharist at 8 and 10:30 AM, the largest gathering of this parish family was last Sunday, Palm 

Sunday, when 33 of us were present for the 10:30 AM service! Look around. This is truly a 

celebration of Resurrection, of the promise of new life bursting forth, and of the God’s steadfast 

love which surpasses all understanding. 

 

Mark’s terse Gospel account of the first Easter morning leaves out many of the details that the 

other Gospels include. His is the first Gospel to be written in the early years for the followers of 

Jesus’ way.  In his abrupt style, we met Mary and the others as they walked to the stone tomb 

where Jesus had been buried.  They had been with Jesus’ mother, and John at the foot of the 

cross, feeling helpless as they watched their friend die. Now they carried jars of spices, oils and 

perfume to anoint the body of their teacher and friend. There had not been time on the day he 

died.   

 

In the early morning hours of the third day, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome walked silently to the place where he lay.  It was their sacred duty, an act of love and 

respect. There was no question in their minds or their hearts. It was the right and the only thing 

to do, no matter the risks. 

 

When they arrived, they found the tomb was empty. Jesus was gone.  But, they were not alone. A 

young man dressed in a white robe spoke to them, showing them the place where Jesus had lain, 

and urging them to go back and tell the disciples and Peter that Jesus was raised from the dead 

and had gone ahead to Galilee. They were to meet Jesus there. "go, tell his disciples and Peter 

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’"   

 

Mark tells us the women were amazed and terrified. They ran from the tomb. too afraid to say 

anything. We are left there. The gospel account ends like a cliff-hanger episode of a TV series, 

enticing us to come back and see what happens next. 

 

Monks in the second century found this ending too unsettling, too incomplete. They added two 

additional versions, filling it details similar to the accounts in the other three gospels. 

 

But for Mark, and his first century listeners, the story of the Good News of Jesus Christ, had to 

hit "pause" and look back to where it began  --- in Galilee. 

 

Remember, Mark began his story announcing boldly, “The beginning of the good news of Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God” and immediately recounted the events of Jesus’ baptism at the River 

Jordan and the beginning of his public ministry in Galilee where Peter, Andrew, James, John, 

Philip, Nathaniel, and others were called to follow him. 
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Now Mark ends his story by telling his listeners that Jesus has gone to Galilee to meet his 

disciples there, but leaves the door open -- inviting them and us to see for ourselves what 

happens next, to decide if we want to step through and make the journey to meet the Risen Lord. 

 

The tomb is empty. The Lord is Risen.  Nothing is the same for the women, for the disciples, or 

for us. In one split micro-second when no one was there to see or hear except Jesus, God spoke a 

word, and death was denied its victim. Jesus rose from the dead bringing new light into the 

world. God's love would not be denied. The light of Christ overcame the darkness of those who 

could not or would not get beyond their own petty fears and prejudices.  

 

Resurrection power overcame death and was loosed on the world. Hope sprang forth where 

hope had seemingly had been lost. Good overcame evil. Joy overcame sorrow.  

 

This is the message for us 55 weeks after the last time we were able to gather in a group 

larger than 40. We have lived through darkness and loss. We have faced challenges we 

never expected to face. But in that time, we have learned something about ourselves, and 

about what is important.  

 

We have learned that church is more than a building. It is us. We are the church. We have 

learned that the important things are those things that connect us. We have learned that even 

in anxiety, fear, and loss, God’s redeeming and empowering grace is there to support us and 

give us hope. We have learned the importance of human touch, and that there is much to be 

done if the kingdom of God is to be fulfilled here on earth as it is in heaven.  

 

Peter and the other disciples were called to leave behind their fear and confusion and follow their 

risen Lord, to meet him where the story began.  To proclaim by word and example everything 

they have learned as disciples. To open a new chapter in God's continuing story of creation. 

 

We too are called to do the same: to reach out in faith, to celebrate God's promise of new life in 

Jesus' victory over death, to be witnesses to God's love and healing grace in the world, to go 

forth into the world on this spring day, where the beauty of God's creation surrounds us, shouting 

out for all to hear: 

Alleluia, Alleluia.  The Lord is risen.  The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 


