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Easter 3B  The Rev. Dr. Darcy Williams @ Emmanuel Chestertown  1 7April, 2021 

Readings:  Acts 3:12-19;  Psalm 4;  1 John 3:1-7    Luke 24:36b-48 

 
On this 3rd Sunday of Easter, Luke takes us back to that first day, the same day that the Marys 

and the other women went to the tomb and found it empty. The same day, Cleopas and his 

companion met Jesus walking on the road to Emmaus.  We are taken to the Upper Room where 

the disciples are gathered, filled with fear and uncertainty. Could what they heard from Mary and 

now from Cleopas be true?   

 

Suddenly Jesus was among them. Peace be with you. Shalom, my friends. Do not be afraid. 

 

They were startled, then terrified. "Why are you frightened?" Jesus asks. "Do not be afraid. Why 

do you doubt. See it is I."  Peace be with you, my friends. He showed them his hands and his 

feet. He welcomed their touch. His skin was alive and warm to the touch. They saw him eat real 

food. If there was any doubt before, it was gone. 

 

Luke retells this story, giving detail after detail, so that those who heard it years after Jesus’s 

death and resurrection would believe that the prophecies were true, that Jesus Christ was the 

Messiah, sent by God to redeem the world.  He retells the stories emphasizing that Jesus of 

Nazareth who died on the cross and rose from the dead, fulfilled the scriptures. It is the same 

lesson we hear Peter preach in our first reading today. 

 

But for us in the twenty-first century, there is more to the message. The scripture tells us that 

after he ate, Jesus opened their minds to all the Law and the Prophets. Then he commissioned 

them to be witnesses to all he that he taught. To go forth proclaiming peace, love, and 

forgiveness of sins to all peoples.  

 

In a world where there was injustice and oppression, where fear ruled, many were treated as 

outcasts because they were in some way different, where speaking out against the cruel and 

unjust system of government earned you death on a cross, -- into that world Jesus, God 

Incarnate, came bringing a message of love, of peace, of shalom in its broadest sense. He 

overcame death and before returning to the Father, commissioned his disciples, commissioned 

us, to go forth, to be witnesses to all he taught, to all he lived for, to all he died for. 

 

Our world today is not terribly unlike the world of 2000 years ago. People throughout the world 

are still suffering under unjust systems of government. Acts of violence and oppression still 

exist. People are still judged by their outward appearance. Some do all in their power to create 

division and sow the seeds of distrust and fear. Our lives are often filled with uncertainty and 

worry. We worry about the health and safety of our families and friends. We worry about the 

continued presence of gun violence, and the long-term and short-term effects of the pandemic. It 

is easy to want to hide, to stay safe behind closed doors.  

 

But Jesus commissions us to be witnesses, to share the Good News, to step outside of ourselves, 

to make a difference. To be agents of change and messengers of God’s abiding grace and love. 

 

At the 10:30 AM service this Sunday, Bishop Marray will celebrate the Eucharist and lay his 

hands on the 4 young people and 1 adult who will confirm their faith as members of the 
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Episcopal Church. He will bless them and commission them to live their lives of faith as 

witnesses to the Good News of God in Christ Jesus, to be examples of God’s way of love. 

 

During the past few months as I met with them, we talked about faith, church history, the 

sacraments, the prayerbook and what it means to be an Episcopalian. We talked about the Creed 

and the things that lead them to believe in God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. To a person, from 

the youngest to the oldest of the confirmands, as well as their sponsors, shared how they have 

experienced God’s presence in their lives. The vastness of the night sky, the beauty of a sunrise 

or sunset, the miracle of birth, new life in spring, the love of a parent or grandparent or aunt of 

uncle, the kindness of a friend, that special feeling of peace and comfort during a church service, 

the times when a prayer was answered. Each person could point to a time when they knew for 

certain that they had experienced God’s presence and each person spoke of the ways they are 

able to care for others and live the promises of their Baptismal Covenant.  

 

Each of us is also called to remember those times when we have experienced God’s presence in 

our lives, and to be witnesses to God’s faithfulness by sharing the light of Christ that transforms 

the darkness. All of us are called to proclaim that the risen Christ was not some apparition, but 

was the Promised One who lived and died so that we could know in real and tangible ways the 

power and wonder of God's love. All of us are called to join with our 5 confirmands to spread the 

peace that brings respect and dignity to all, the peace that calls for the well-being and safety of 

all, for the proper use of all of God's creation, for the peace of the Lord.  

 

Jesus has shown us the way. He told us he is the stranger in our midst, the beggar on the street, 

the homeless, the prisoner, the sick, the tired, the hurting, the lonely person we meet every day 

on the street, in the stores, at work or at school.  He commissioned us and blessed us. Now it is 

our turn. Now is the time to spread the good news and be an instrument of God's peace that 

passes all understanding. Amen. 

 

 


