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Proper 5B (Pent +2) The Rev. Dr. Darcy Williams @ Emmanuel Chestertown  6 June, 2021 

Readings:  1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15;   Psalm 138;  2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1  Mark 3:20-35 

 
In today's Gospel, we join Jesus and his disciples as they gather to have a meal together. We are 

only three short chapters, a mere 92 verses, into Mark’s gospel account of the life and ministry of 

Jesus, and already Jesus has gotten the attention of the religious and political leadership as well 

as the crowds. In Mark’s abrupt and fast-paced style of writing, we have witnessed the impact 

Jesus was making in his community. We watched as he was baptized by John at the River Jordan 

and declared God’s own Son, by the voice that spoke from heaven. We saw the skies torn open 

and a dove descend on him as a mark of God’s grace and Spirit.  

 

We watched as he as traveled the shores of the Sea of Galilee and called his 12 disciples, while at 

the same time teaching and preaching to the growing crowds. There was the day he taught in the 

synagogue with an authority unlike any had heard before and immediately drove the demons out 

of a man consumed by unclean spirits. We followed Jesus and his disciples as they traveled to 

Simon Peter’s home where Jesus healed Simon’s mother-in-law, and then healed all who were 

brought to him that evening, those who were sick, those who were lame, and those who were 

possessed by demons. We listened as he left town on a preaching tour in Galilee where he 

continued his healing ministry.  A man with a withered hand, a paralytic, a leper, and many 

others were healed with only a word from this man of God. As he healed their bodies, he also 

healed their hearts teaching about God’s love and care for all. He forgave sins and reminded the 

people he came to share God’s mercy and forgiveness. His message was one of kindness and 

compassion, not support of self-serving institutions that ruled by fear and intimidation. 

 

Yet, over the weeks and months of Jesus’ ministry told in these few verses, the rumors about 

Jesus have spread. Some praised him as a great prophet, others as a great healer, and others 

viewed him with distrust and fear. Jesus pointed out in the inequities and unfair practices that 

supported the power structures of the day. He challenged the thinking and way of life of those 

who sought to keep others on the margins. He challenged the status quo by upending the system 

of domination that kept them in power.  He reminded them that God created all of humankind in 

God’s image and likeness, there were no second-class citizens in God’s world. All were 

welcomed to his table and to hear God’s message of love. 

 

But those who feared him and feared for their own loss of power and prestige did all they could 

to undermine his message. “He’s gone out of his mind,” some said.  “He has Beelzebul, and by 

the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” People feared what they did not understand. Jesus’ 

family tried to restrain him, but Jesus faced the crowd. He was called by God to preach and teach 

and heal. That was his focus. Jesus was undeterred, and turned their words back against them. He 

could not be Satan and at the same time drive Satan out of tortured souls: a house divided against 

itself cannot stand, he told them. Jesus understood God was doing a new thing through him and 

that it was part of his mission to help people understand that they too had a role to play in God’s 

kingdom. 

 

When he was told his family came to take him away, Jesus looked around the room and replied, 

"Who are my mother and my brothers? Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the 

will of God is my brother and sister and mother."   
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Jesus’ words challenged the assumptions and beliefs of those who listened to him. Jewish culture 

of 1st century Palestine taught that if you were born into the Jewish faith you were automatically 

close to God. But Jesus expands that definition. He defines a new way of being family.  There is 

a new birth in the Spirit that unites all of us into the family of God, and calls us to be active 

participants. Together, we are all brothers and sisters of Jesus, heirs with him of everlasting life 

in God's kingdom, when we do the will of God.  

 

Doing the will of God requires that we step outside of our comfort zones, and that we ask God’s 

help in showing us the way. After this long 15-month journey through a world-wide pandemic, 

there is nothing most of us would like more than to breathe a huge sigh of relief that we can see 

the light at the end of the tunnel shining brightly with the promise of a new day in the post-

pandemic world. There is nothing most of us would like more than to sit back and say “Phew. 

Glad that’s over. Now I can relax and life can go back to the way things were.” 

 

But we can’t. We have seen too much. The pandemic has exposed too many inequities and 

injustices that have long been ignored. Our Baptismal Covenant demands a life that follows God 

by continuing in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, in the prayers, 

resisting evil, repenting and returning to the Lord, proclaiming by word and example the Good 

News of God in Christ, seeking and serving Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as 

ourselves, striving for justice and peace among all people, and respecting the dignity of every 

human being. We respond loudly, we will with God’s help.  

 

With God’s help we will step back into the world determined to do all that we can to make this a 

better, more caring, more responsive world as we work to follow Jesus’ example and be the 

people we have been called by God to be.  

 


