
 

 

Emmanuel’s Search and Transition Committees 

We are pleased to announce that the Search Committee for parish discernment 
and for locating candidates for a new rector has been chosen by the Vestry from a 
sizeable group of talented, dedicated parishioners who had volunteered to serve. 
We feel that this is a group who all our parishioners can feel comfortable with 
and at ease to ask questions and provide comments during this important process.  

The Search Committee is: Libby Rice, chair; Carolyn Spencer Brown, Sandy 
Durfee, Steve Croker, Joe Goetz, Darlene Housley, Earl McGimpsey, Katie 
Moulsdale, Bob Tyson. 

The Charge for the Search Committee will be given at the 5 pm worship service on Saturday, August 29 and 
will be available for viewing on Sunday morning on our YouTube channel. 

The Transition Committee will become active in 2021. Those who volunteered to serve on the Search 
Committee and were not chosen have been asked to consider working on the Transition Committee which will 
do the work of saying good-bye to Darcy+ when that time comes, and welcoming our 34th Rector and his/her 
family. 

Please join us in congratulating the members of the Search Committee and thanking them in advance for this 
service to the parish. 

Sandy Bjork and Tom Mack  
 
 
From Darcy+ 
 

On August 17, the Vestry of Chester Parish, Emmanuel Episcopal Church, appointed a Rector Search 
Committee whose names appear in the announcement above. They will be “charged” with their responsibilities 
at our service of Holy Eucharist on Saturday evening, August 29, and I will bless them in their work. 

Together, the Search Committee and you, Emmanuel’s parishioners, will prayerfully discern who we are as a 
parish, where we believe God is calling us, and what qualities we are seeking in our 34th Rector. During this 12
-18-month time frame, I will remain as your priest-in-charge.  My duties, responsibilities, and joys of serving 
this parish are no different than they were when I had the title “rector”.   

In a world where nothing is quite the same as it was before, we will make this journey together, continuing to 
do the good work God calls us to do here in Chestertown as a community of faith. Throughout it all we will 
reconnect with some of the old ways while we find new and more effective ways to gather, to pray, to worship 
God, and to let the light Christ shine through us for all to see. 

 

With my love and prayers, 

Darcy+ 
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Did You Know. . .  

. . .  that anyone who works with children in any Episcopal Church and all members of parish Vestries must 
complete the Safeguarding God’s Children training program once every three (3) years? This year, due to 
COVID, there will be no in-person trainings. However, anyone who was trained in 2017 (the year the Diocese 
of Easton adopted a new Safeguarding God’s Children Policy and Manual) must recertify this fall. Anyone who 
has not taken the training course and is either a Vestry member or works with children in the church setting, 
must also get certified this fall. This is a two-part process: Part 1: take the online course; Part 2: do a page-by-
page review of the Diocese of Easton Policy manual. Contact Darcy+ for more information. 

. . . that, if all goes according to plan, Dr. Lisa Webb will be ordained to the Sacred Order of Deacons, in a 
service on Saturday, October 10, 2020, at Emmanuel Episcopal Church? The Rt. Rev. Santosh Marray, 11th 
Bishop of the Diocese of Easton, will be the celebrant. Attendance will be limited due to COVID restrictions 
but the service will be recorded, and we also plan to make it available on FaceBook Live. 

. . . that Darcy+ sends three email news blasts each week via Constant Contact? If you have not been receiving 
your email, contact the Parish Office at 410-778-3477 and we will try to help you get connected. 
 

 
Emmanuel’s Annual Christmas Bazaar Canceled for 2020 

The Vestry of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Chester Parish, and the members of the Emmanuel Bazaar 
Committee, came to the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Christmas Bazaar, which we had hoped to hold in 
November. It means that there will be no baked goods, no Botanical Treasures, no Elegant Elephants, no 
Christmas table, no knitters table, no jewelry table, no “New to You”- regifting table, no Silent Auction, and no 
Preview Party in the Parish Hall this year. 
 

However, there will be an opportunity in late October and early November for parishioners to purchase the 
jams, jellies, and other preserves carefully prepared by members of the Kitchen Krew and the Gourmet Goodies 
chefs. Watch for more information about what will be available and when you can arrange to make your 
purchases. 
We hope to be able to combine the proceeds from these sales, with some of the “seed” money held over from 
past bazaars to offset start-up costs. This will allow us to make one or two smaller than usual donations to local 
charities.  However, since we will not be able to make the kind of donations as a parish that we have in the past, 
we encourage you to make your own donations to the charity (or charities) of your choice this year. 
The Bazaar Committee and the Vestry of Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Chester Parish, thank you for all your 
past support, and look forward to an opportunity to make the 2021 Bazaar bigger and better than ever! 
 
 

Pictorial Directory is a Reality – Almost 

After nearly three years of talking about it, and two years of planning it, the Emmanuel pictorial directory is 
almost ready for publication! Through the efforts of photographer Jim Block, the technical expertise of Susan 
Roberson, and the hard work of data entry by parish secretary Laura Kaufmann, we are close to having a 
finished directory for distribution this fall.  

Our plan is to print the booklet this fall, and follow up at a later date with a secure login option for parishioners 
to access an online version. The print edition will have contact information (mailing address, phone number and 
email address) for parish families as well as a photo of the individual, the couple or the family. 

If you were unable to get to Emmanuel pre-COVID for one of the photo shoots, and would like to have your 
picture included in this edition of the directory, please send a hi-resolution photo to Darcy+ at 
drdarcy.williams@gmail.com, or to the parish office at emmanuelchestertown@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 

Directory Updates 

mailto:drdarcy.williams@gmail.com
mailto:emmanuelchestertown@gmail.com
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Senior Warden’s Corner 
 

As we slog through these days of limited social interaction and mask wearing, I think we all are longing for the 
“good old days” which were not many years ago, but amazingly just six months or so ago! We know 
intellectually that “normal” will likely look very different from what we called normal before, but we’re 
having a very hard time accepting that emotionally. 

 We at Emmanuel are very fortunate to have Darcy+ who has been and continues to work hard to make 
worship available and meaningful in different circumstances, both in person and on YouTube video. 

Stephanie and Avis provide piano and organ music to enhance the service, and Stephanie has been recording 
groups from the choir for music during Communion. What seems to be missing is participation from many of 
our parishioners. I fully understand concerns and reluctance about being in groups. However, how many of us 
go to the grocery store where we encounter more people in the hour or so that we spend there than we would 
for a 45-minute service at church? 

This is a new world we are traveling in. We need each other’s support to help us navigate. Please prayerfully 
consider joining us for worship together. 

Sandy Bjork  
 
 

Emmanuel Outreach Continues Even During COVID 
 

Throughout these past months, even as we have been mostly unable to gather for our regular life together as a 
parish, Emmanuel’s Outreach programs have continued. Through your generous donations to the Rector’s 
Discretionary Fund, and from our Parish Outreach budget line, we have donated $4,500 to help provide food 
and emergency shelter through local organizations like the Community Food Pantry, the Social Action 
Committee for Racial Justice (SACRJ), and the Good Neighbor Fund. Countless Emmanuelites have 
donated bags of non-perishable food to feed the children and elderly of Kent County via collection sites like 
the trailer at Frank Rhodes Furniture on Morgnec Road.  Recently we have restarted the Brown Bags Against 
Hunger program to donate up to 4 bags of food a month to Social Services so that they are able to provide 
emergency food to families in need on a day when the food pantries are closed. 

Through your generosity, we have also been able to donate $500 from Emmanuel to the Episcopal Church in 
NavajoLand. Please read Edward Maxcy’s article elsewhere in this newsletter about the extraordinary needs 
faced by Native Americans during this pandemic. 

Thanks to all who have been able to purchase school supplies (pencils, colored pencils, markers, crayons, 
wide-rule composition books, child scissors, hand-held pencil sharpeners, and tissues) for the students at 
Garnet Elementary School. The first distribution of supplies to the students will take place at the school on 
August 27, with a second distribution the following week. Principal Brenda Rose has asked us to continue 
collecting supplies into the school year to help her and her teachers support the students and their families.  
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Emmanuel Concert Series News  
 

In light of all that is swirling around us, the Emmanuel Concert Series 
has altered its 2020-2021 season. The two concerts which we had 
scheduled  for the autumn of 2020 will be rescheduled into 2021, and 
our other concerts will be "reshuffled" over the balance of 2021 and 2022. 
 

An announcement of artists and dates for the 2020-2021 season will be forthcoming, and the season 
subscription brochure will be sent around Thanksgiving. 
 

One of the concerts that would have taken place this fall was Simon Johnson, the organist of St. Paul's 
Cathedral, London. We are in close contact with Mr. Johnson's US representative, and are working very 
diligently to reschedule his appearance at Emmanuel. 
 

Because we were also forced to postpone two concerts in the 2019-2020 season (Ken Cowan in April and 
Andrew Sheranian in May, both of whom we will reschedule later) we will offer subscribers the option of a 
refund of $40 on the 2019-2020 season, which may instead be designated as a donation of the same amount to 
the Concert Series. A full explanation will be included in the season announcement early this fall. 
 

We are grateful for the flexibility and consideration of  the artists and representatives who have been 
wonderfully cooperative as we have tried to make adjustments, and are looking forward to the return of our 
beloved Concert Series to all our lives. 
 

George Barnum 
Chair  

 
What’s Up with Sunday School?              by Jenny Lee Freebery 
 

The whirl of the pencil sharpener, the perfect color pattern of a new box of markers, the smell of a fresh pink 
eraser all signal that school is coming back, but this year will be unlike one any of us have ever 
experienced.  Most schools in Maryland are entirely virtual this September, and any that are back in person 
have major modifications and our Sunday School will be no different. My plan is to try to have one in person 
class each month (held outdoors weather permitting), one zoom class, and 2-3 video lessons. Also mixed in 
Rev. Darcy and I will be reading some books on video.  

Even though we have to be apart, let's keep working to connect. Each lesson done at home will include a Bible 
Story themed for Creation Season, some discussion questions, coloring pages, and a craft or activity. I always 
love seeing the creative stuff kids come up with so if possible, please email or text me photos of their 
artwork  or thoughtful responses to discussion questions, and I'll share them with all the families and pick out a 
few each month to share with the whole congregation! Also to anyone who has grandkids or nieces and 
nephews who want to be part of our virtual learning, but live too far away to come in person, they are invited to 
be part of our virtual classroom.  

 I miss all of my awesome students, but I'm glad that we can meet up occasionally this fall, and that we can keep 
connected with technology!  

 
Creation Season 2020: October 3 & 4 – November 21 & 22 
 

Please plan to join us as we join with Christians around the world in celebrating the 
Season of Creation. This is a time for renewing, repairing and restoring our 
commitments to God, to one another and to all of creation – relationships at the heart 
of Christian discipleship. 

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life in all its diversity and beauty. Lord 
Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, we praise you that you came to redeem all of 
creation. Holy Spirit, we rejoice that you breathe in the life of the world. Grant us 
faith and courage to deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesus as 
caretakers of, and justice-seekers for, your beautiful and bountiful creation. For the blessing of your people, the 
sustaining of the earth and the glory of your name. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.  

Music Notes 
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An Opportunity to Help our Native Americans         by Edward Maxcy  
 

I was a naive 10th grader in Connecticut when a trip to New Mexico changed my life. Having spent several 
summers at a camp in the Berkshires, I became part of a group of Eastern and Mid-western boys, who, brought 
up on “The Lone Ranger” and “Gunsmoke,” saw Indians as the bad guys. As part of a special program, 
we were sent out west to learn the truth about western and Native American life.  
 

I spent a week with a Navajo family in Four Corners region of New Mexico. We lived in a hogan, an eight-
sided structure with a hole in the roof to let out the smoke from the fire pit in the floor or, in some families, the 
remains of a makeshift wood stove pieced together from a junk pile. In either case, it was the only source of 
heat for cooking as well as warmth in winter. 
 

My task was to rise at dawn, load a wagon with empty barrels and drag it for thirty minutes each way to the 
communal well for the water needed for cooking and drinking. I also helped take care of the few horses and 
sheep. The sheep were particularly valued as they provided the wool for the famous Navajo rugs and saddle 
blankets sold at the market in Gallup.  
 

While I have lost touch with the family, I will never forget the aunt who wove a 
horse blanket just for me, the mother who taught me to make Navajo fried bread and the 
children who worked hard to provide food and water, as well as tend the sheep 
and gather wood for the fire.  
 

From New Mexico, I went on to Arizona, Utah and Colorado, learning about glacial 
caverns, rattlesnakes, and horses. I had soon realized that real Indians were all a very far 
cry from the bad guys depicted on Gunsmoke or in John Wayne westerns. In fact, they 
were a proud people who had been driven off their ancestral lands by European 
settlers and forced onto reservations with some of the poorest land in the country. Nor 
have their living conditions changed much in the years since; no heat in the winter, 
certainly no relief from the heat in summer, no running water or indoor bathroom facilities and now no 
adequate health facilities to cope with the coronavirus. 
 

I would love to have others join me in helping to educate, feed and keep warm, these first peoples of our 
beautiful country and encourage you to visit a reservation (not one with a casino!). I make small gifts of $10 to 
$20 to two Indian schools, one in South Dakota and one in Montana (both in the Lakota territory) and also to a 
Navajo tribal support organization in the four corners region. 
 

This is not a church sponsored project, but it is badly needed and will be much appreciated by some of the 
neediest of God’s people. I would be happy to supply more information to anyone who is interested.  
 

To donate: 
Southwest Indian Foundation, PO Box 86, Gallup, NM  87302 
https://www.southwestindian.com/ 
 

The Episcopal Church in Navajoland, PO Box 720, Framington, NM  87499  
https://ecofnavajoland.org/contact-us 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Navajo hogan in 

Monument Valley. 

Photo: Gary Conner/

Getty Images  
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Notes from Stephanie 
 
Hello church family!  How I miss seeing all of your faces at church!  I know this pandemic has stretched us in 
new and challenging ways, and it has been hard not being able to gather together for support, except virtually.  
It has been nice to see many of you at our in-person services, and to connect with others of you through 
“Lectio with Libby,” around town,  and through emails.  We as a congregation have been blessed with health 
and family, life and love. 
 
As I’m sure you can imagine, I have really missed being able to sing!  Music lifts our spirts and encourages 
our hearts in a way that nothing else can.  Music grabs our attention, asking us to examine our feelings and 
responses.  And hymns, with their spiritually powerful words, cause us to reflect on the goodness of God and 
His place in our lives.   
 
If someone had told me back in the beginning of March that singing would be one of the most dangerous 
things we could do, I would have laughed out loud!  Singing?  No way.  But sadly, since singing causes us to 
exhale and propel sound more forcefully, the virus can be spread even farther than through a sneeze or cough.  
The Episcopal church has been wise to limit in-person singing in services until we know more about this virus, 
and have ways to contain its spread. 
 
I’m sure many of you recall Darcy sharing about our choir “Tuesday Tidings.”  From the second week of our 
Stay-at-Home mandate, I started writing a weekly email to the choir to keep in touch, since we weren’t able to 
get together to practice.  I send it out each Tuesday, since that is when our choir practices regularly take place, 
hence the name :) Sometimes I send out links to songs to listen to, or information about a composer or how a 
particular hymn was written.  Sometimes I write about ordinary life, around our home and around 
Chestertown.  We learned fun facts about members of our choir, and have recently started interviewing 
members one by one.  Believe it or not, this week was Tuesday Tidings #23!  I appreciate the email replies by 
choir members, and the sense of family that we have built during this difficult time apart.  I know Darcy has 
done the same with her wonderful regular emails to keep all of us informed about church happenings, and to 
encourage our spirits. 
 
In the last couple of months, we have started making recordings of choir members to be used in our worship 
services.  We are very careful when we record, spreading out in the sanctuary, or with our backs to each other.  
We do solos, duets, trios, and quartets.  It has been so wonderful to be singing together again, and to contribute 
uplifting spiritual songs to enhance our worship services.   
 
I look forward to the time when we can all be together.  Yes, this period has been rough, but it has been good, 
also, as we are forced to slow down and reexamine our lives.  Psalms 30:5 says, “Weeping may endure for the 
night, but joy comes in the morning.”  God bless you, dear church family, and stay encouraged, knowing that 
“this too shall pass!” 

 
Stephanie 
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Worship in September 
 

Sept. 5/6 (G) Pentecost XIV (Proper 18) 
Flowers:    Ann H. & Joseph H. McLain, Mr. & 
Mrs. Colin P. Hollingsworth, Mr. & Mrs. G. Vickers 
Hollingsworth, Sr., G. Vickers Hollingsworth, Jr., 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard S. McLain, Jed Deppman, and 
Gay Dubois Kelly 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Linda & Hanson Robbins; 
Peter Robbins; Sue, David, Spencer, & Angus 
Roberson; and Kathy Ruckman 
 
Sept. 12/13 (G) Pentecost XV (Proper 19) 
Flowers:    Miriam & Maj. Frank S. Hoffecker, Jr., 
USMC 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Jane Russell; Sandy Ryon; 
Kathy & Frank Durkee; and Caren, Ron, B.K., 
Shane, Aaron, & Lynden Saunders 
 
Sept. 19/20 (G) Pentecost XVI (Proper 20) 
Flowers:    Isobel & Lawrence N. Rapley 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Martha & George Sawyer; 
John Schratwieser & Mike Pugh; and Harry 
Schreiber 
 
Sept. 26/27 (G) Pentecost XVII (Proper 21) 
Flowers:    Roger & Marilyn Simpkins, and Mary 
Ellen Simpkins 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Jane Scott; Mimi Sharpe; 
and Judy & David Sharretts 

Worship in October 
 

Oct. 3/4 (G) Pentecost XVIII (Proper 22) 
Flowers:  Ann Tylden Giraitis Cumisky & Donald 
Cumisky    
Parish Prayer Cycle: George Shivers; Anne & 
David Singer; and Maggie Smith 
 

Oct. 10/11 (G) Pentecost XIX (Proper 23) 
Flowers:  Nancy & Bill Allday, and Adelaide & Bill 
Willock 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Jean Smith; Vicky & Joe 
Smith; Rogers Smith; and Shari & Scott Smith 
 
Oct. 17/18 (G) Pentecost XX (Proper 24) 
Flowers:  Deborah Evans Pritzlaff and Margaret 
Harriss Evans 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Diane & Todd Smith; Lois 
Smith; and Becky & George Spilich 
 
Oct. 24/25 (G) Pentecost XXI (Proper 25) 
Flowers:  Robert Donald McDorman & Fredrica 
Metcalfe McDorman 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Ellen, Tom, & Thos 
Stevenson; Greg Straub; and Joyce Symington 
 
Oct. 31/Nov. 1 (W) All Saints’ Day 
Flowers:  All the faithful departed members of 
Emmanuel Church 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Betsy Tait; Esther Taylor; and 
Joan Testin+ & Barbara Mooney 
 
 

 Flower Memorials, Parish Prayer Cycle 
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Staff:  

The Reverend F. Darcy Williams,  
Priest-in-Charge 

Stephanie LaMotte, Director of Music 
   and Choirmaster 

G. Robert Tyson, Choirmaster Emeritus 

Avis Wheatley, Organist 

Laura Kaufmann, Parish Secretary 

Sue Byerly, Financial Assistant 

Melvin Thompson, Sexton 
Emmanuel Church, PO Box 875  
Chestertown, Maryland 21620  

emmanuelchestertown@gmail.com  
www.emmanuelchesterparish.org  

410-778-3477  

Note:  In-person worship services are scheduled each Saturday at 5 p.m., and Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 a.m.  As seating is limited, due to social distancing concerns, please call, 
Monday—Friday, 9 a.m.—2 p.m., to reserve a seat. 
 

Remember—The deadline for the November/December issue of The Messenger is Friday, October 16.  
Submit your hard-copy articles to the Parish Office, or e-mail them to emmanuelchesterparish@gmail.com.  
We would also love to have copies of any pictures of the Parish at work or play for inclusion in future articles. 

Vestry:  
Term end dates are in parentheses 

George Barnum (2021) 

Jim Block (2021) 

Susan Roberson (2021) 

Craig Jackson (2022) 

Brianna Mayer (2022) 

George Shivers (2022) 

Nancy Dick (2023) 

Earl McGimpsey (2023) 

Betty Weller (2023) 

Parish Officers: 

Sandra Bjork, Senior Warden  

Thomas Mack, Jr., Junior Warden 

Roger Brown, Treasurer 

Penny Block Registrar  

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

The following ministries at Emmanuel are seeking additional volunteers: 

1. Ushers for the Saturday evening and Sunday morning in-person worship services. We have a core group 

who have been helping since we opened our doors for regathering for in-person worship services, but 

would love to have a few more. Call the Parish Office at 410-778-3477 to volunteer and ask to receive a 

copy of the current “usher duties.” 

2. Lectors and Intercessors for the Saturday evening and Sunday morning in-person worship services. Call 

the Parish Office at 410-778-3477 to volunteer. 

3. Garth Committee. Mackey Dutton is looking for a few more volunteers to help care for the Garth. 

Become part of this committee whose main job is to help keep the Garth the beautiful, quiet, space it is. 

Contact Mackey at 410-778-0955 for more information. 

4. Altar Guild. We are seeking a few new or returning members of the Altar Guild to help clean the 

Communion vessels after Saturday evening and Sunday morning services. Please contact George Barnum 

at gdb20024@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the Altar Guild rota  

mailto:gdb20024@gmail.com

