
 

 

Important Announcement From Your Search Committee 
 
The Emmanuel Rector Search Committee, with the approval of the Vestry, has 
employed the services of HolyCow! Consulting, a nation-wide consulting 
company.  HolyCow! has extensive experience in analyzing data from parish 
surveys to help churches make critical decisions in their search process. 
  

All members of Emmanuel Church are being asked to participate in creating a 
parish assessment which will provide a clear picture of who we are as a church 
and what directions are most important for our future.  The survey tool we are 
using is called the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT).  CAT includes key 
Indicators of our congregational health along with areas of challenge and 
potential growth.  It will help us to collect and understand the range of views that 
exist at Emmanuel and the possibilities for moving our ministries into the future. This information will become 
part of the employment package we will send out nationally to attract the best possible spiritual leader to our 
doors. 
 

Your participation is vital in this search process.  The members of the Search Committee represent every 
member of the parish; your voices are important, and individual input is key to our gaining insight into overall 
perceptions and experiences. 
 

We have e-mail addresses for many of you. Within a few days you will receive a unique web link to complete 
the assessment online.  Simply click on the highlighted link in that e-mail, and it will take you to the start of the 
survey.  
 

For those of you who don’t have an email address, we will send you the assessment by mail and will include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. If there is more than one member of your household, call the church office 
and let them know how many additional copies you need. Please make sure that spouses, partners, and young 
adults all have an opportunity to complete the survey. 
 

Please set aside enough time to answer all the questions.  This will take about 20-30 minutes.  All survey 
responses are anonymous. 
 

Thank you for your willingness to be a part of this parish assessment and for helping to build a wonderful 
future for Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 
 

For those of you who have questions, send an email to chesterparishsearch@gmail.com.  For those who do not 
use email, you may contact Sandy Durfee at 443-480-4545. 
 

With much anticipation and many thanks, 
 

The Search Committee 
 

Libby Rice, Chair  Earl McGimpsey, Vestry Liaison  Joe Goetz   
Carolyn Spencer Brown Darlene Housley    Steve Croker    
Sandy Durfee   Katie Moulsdale    Bob Tyson  
  
 
 

Worship Schedule 
(pending return to in-

person, indoor worship) 
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with music 

Reservations Required 
Call 410-778-3477 
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Emmanuel Church, Chester Parish 
PO Box 875, 101 North Cross Street 

Chestertown, Maryland 21620 
Telephone: 410.778.3477 

 

     December 18, 2020 

TO:    Emmanuel Parishioners 
FROM: The Rev. Dr. F. Darcy Williams, Priest-in-Charge 
RE:    The Annual Parish Meeting Sunday, January 31, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. via ZOOM 
 

Our Saturday/Sunday worship services for January 30/31, 2021 are TBA 
 
Topics: 1) Meeting via Zoom and Quorum; 2) Election of new Vestry members; 3) Election of delegates and 
alternates to Diocese of  Easton Convention; 4) Additional nomination rules; 5) Miscellaneous 
 

1) 2021 Annual Meeting via Zoom and Quorum 
 Per the Bylaws of the Vestry of Chester Parish approved at the January 26, 2020 Annual Meeting of the 

Parish, 
○ the Annual Meeting date, time and place shall be made known to the Parish in writing at least thirty 

(30) days in advance;  
○ a quorum shall be forty-five (45) qualified voters;  

 

2)  Election of new Vestry members. 
 Per the By-laws of the Vestry of Chester Parish: 

○ A nominating committee consisting of at least one member of the Vestry completing his/her term 
of office and up to four additional parishioners qualified to vote.  Members of 2020 Nominating 
Committee: Susan Roberson (Chair, Vestry member completing her term), George Barnum (Vestry 
member completing his term and Co-chair of Nominating Committee), Peggy Albertson, Jane 
Scott, and Joyce Symington. 

○ Qualification of voters:  member of the Parish; at least 16 years of age; made his/her communion 
at least 3 times during the past 12 months; being a contributor of record during the past 12 months; 
is present to cast his or her vote.   

○ Nominees for three-year terms on Vestry (brief biographies attached): 
 Jim Block (for a second 3-year term) 
 Ann Hedgepeth 
 Phil Ticknor 

 

3)  Election of delegates and alternates to the Virtual Convention of the Diocese of Easton for 2021. The 
Convention will be held via Zoom on March 6, 2021. 

 Nominees for Delegate: Sandra Bjork, Mary Grace (MG) Brosius; Darlene Housley 

 Nominees for Alternate Delegates: Jim Block; Lynn McLain; Jane Scott. 
NOTE: Our three delegates to the 2020 Convention of the Diocese of Easton were: 
Sandra Bjork, Jim Block, and Darlene Housley, with George Barnum and Nancy Dick serving as 
Alternates. 

 

4)  Additional nominations per By-laws of the Vestry of Chester Parish: 
 Nominee(s) must be member(s) in good standing. 
 Expressed consent of the nominee(s). 
 Submitted in writing to the Priest-in-Charge, or in her absence, to the Senior Warden. 
 Must be made at least fifteen (15) days prior to the Annual Meeting – January 16th,  2021. 

 

5)   Miscellaneous 

 Copies of the Annual Report will be available online prior to the Annual Meeting. If you would like a 
printed copy, please contact the Parish Office (410-778-3477) by January 26, 2021. 

 Copies of the 2020 Parish Budget will be available on or about Wednesday, January 20th.  Contact the 
Parish Office if you would like a copy prior to the Annual Meeting.  A copy will be in the Annual 
Report. 

continued on page  3…. 
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Wardens and Treasurer (term expires with Annual Meeting): 
Senior Warden: Sandra Bjork (2022) Junior Warden: Tom Mack (2022) 
   Treasurer: Roger Brown (2021) 
 

Vestry Members (term expires with Annual Meeting): 
George Barnum (2021)  Jim Block (2021)  Susan Roberson (2021) 
Craig Jackson (2022)   Brianna Mayer (2022)  George Shivers (2022) 
Nancy Dick (2023)   Earl McGimpsey (2023) Betty Weller (2023) 
 
 

 

Meet the Nominees for Emmanuel’s Vestry, Class of 2024 

Ann (no middle name) Hedgepeth 

Born 1959 in Groton, CT,  fourth of five siblings.  Childhood in CA and VA. Moved to TX as a senior in HS. 
BA in Recreational Administration from South West Texas State University in San Marcos, TX. Worked for 
City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department for a few years in Adaptive Programs.  

Came to Kent County to work for Echo Hill Outdoor School in 1985. Between 1985 and 1994 I was here, 
there and everywhere. Lots of different jobs in lots of different places … back to EHOS twice more in that 
nine-year span. Returned to Kent County for good after my mom died in 1994. It’s been my home since.  

Many jobs, many apartments and a few relationships … after EHOS, most all of my work has resolved around 
plants:  Tending and Selling.  For last few years I have been the Inventory Manager for Tideland Gardens, Inc.  
TLG is a wholesale nursery where I am good friends with around 350 acres of trees. It has been 
an incredible experience and allows me to be outdoors 95% of each work day.  ALL YEAR. I 
honestly learn something new each day. Lucky me! 

I grew up Catholic through college and didn’t attend a church regularly until I became a 
member of the Emmanuel Church Family a couple years ago.  Emmanuel is one of the most 
welcoming places on Earth.  

I am honored to be selected to be a member of the Vestry.  

 
James C. Block  
 

Jim graduated from U.Va. in 1968. After two years aboard an aircraft carrier making two Western Pacific 
cruises, he earned an M.A. in English at the University of Iowa in 1970.  

Afterwards, he and Penny moved to Northfield Mount Hermon, a boarding school on the Connecticut River in 
Western Mass, where their three children were born. They retired to Chestertown in 2014. 

At NMH, Jim taught English at all levels. He taught on exchanges at Marlborough College, Wiltshire, and at 
Robert College in Istanbul. Twice at NMH, he and colleagues led student trips to Turkey, including teaching 
Turkish literature in translation, Turkish culture, and Islam. He also was English department head, dormitory 
head, cross-country coach (girls and boys), debate society and newspaper adviser, and on two girls’ dorm 
staffs. 

In Chestertown, he’s taught in the Washington College Academy of Lifelong Learning. He’s on the local 
Social Action Committee for Racial Justice, on its Education Sub-Committee, and on the Bayside H.O.Y.A.S  

 

Board of Directors. For the KCPS Multicultural Committee, he prepared a reading guide for Wil Haygood’s 
Tigerland.  

As a member of Emmanuel, he has been on the vestry for three years and a trustee of the Dwyer Fund. He was 
a Diocesan Convention delegate in 2019 and has served on the Diocese’s Diversity Commission since its 2018 
inception. His formation study includes five weeks of Sacred Ground, part of the church’s long-term  

continued on page  4... 
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commitment to racial reconciliation and justice. He’s begun the four-year Education for 
Ministry program. As well, he’s looked considerably into the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Reconciliation Leaders Network’s Difference program. 

Phil Ticknor  

Phil Ticknor, his wife Michelle, and their daughter Abigail joined Emmanuel in January 2020. The Ticknor’s 
were newcomers to the Episcopal Church, but had long had an interest and were drawn to Emmanuel in part 
because of its robust children’s programming and inclusiveness. They quickly felt welcomed and truly at home 
at Emmanuel. 
  

Phil grew up in Binghamton, N.Y., and attended Catholic schools. He went on to Goucher College where he 
was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa and received a B.A. in Communication. He has worked at Washington 
College since 2001, first heading up the communications efforts of the athletic department for 
over 19 years and now serving as Coordinator of Pre-Health Professions Programs. He has 
served on the College’s Staff Council – including one year as Chair – and on numerous search 
committees. He received the President’s Distinguished Service Award from the College in 
2016. Phil is also an active member of the PTA at Galena Elementary School. The Ticknors 
reside in Millington.   

 

Emmanuel Continues To Help Those In Need, Especially at Christmas 

Agape Ministry.  Thanks to generous donations from around the Diocese, the Agape Committee had lots of 
goodies to pack for the children enrolled in the Agape Ministry. Boxes packed at Camp 
Wright will arrive just in time for the Agape Virtual Christmas Party that will include crafts, 
games, and a pop-up pageant. Special thanks to the Ocean City-Berlin Optimist Club who 
covered the cost for gift cards in each box, to Emmanuel Chestertown for donating the cost 
of postage, to Linda Prochaska who continued her ministry of books for each child, to Peggy 
and Alan Selser for helping with money for boxes and additional stocking stuffers, and to the 
youth ministry at St. Peter's Salisbury who purchased and packed beautiful Christmas 
stockings and a mug with all the hot cocoa fixings. 

 

The Retreat House at Hillsboro. Emmanuel has long been a supporter of the Retreat House at Hillsboro as 
well as a beneficiary of the spiritual guidance, retreat and prayer opportunities offered there. Recently, their 
HVAC system quit working again. This time, it was determined that the system needed to be replaced. Another 
temporary repair was not good stewardship of limited resources. Emmanuel was able to send a donation of 
$3,500 to help offset the cost of a new system, before the real cold of winter sets in. 
 
Jams & Jellies Sale in Lieu of a Bazaar. With COVID restrictions and the need to cancel our Annual 
Christmas Bazaar, co-chairs Linda and Hanson Robbins, along with Kitchen Krew 
members Barbara Belden, Penny Block, Sandy Bjork, Nancy Dick, Susan Flanigan, 
Helen Tyson, and Betty Weller spent time last summer and fall to can more than 250 
jars of jams, jellies, and preserves, which were sold to Emmanuel parishioners and at 
the Farmers Market one cold Saturday in November. The proceeds of these sales 
were combined with funds from the Bazaar Reserve Fund allowing us to present 
checks in the amount of $2,600 to Kent Attainable Housing, Inc., and the Samaritan 
Group of Kent County in support of the work both organizations do to provide safe 
housing in Kent County. 
 
Giving Tree. Emmanuel parishioners rose to the challenge of a virtual Giving Tree this 
year and donated gift cards from Acme, Redner’s and Amazon as well as cash to 
purchase additional gift cards as needed for the families we are supporting through the  
Kent Family Center. As of December 14, we have received generous donations totaling  
more than $2,000 in gift cards and cash. This will go a long way to help these families 
with much needed food and items like disposable diapers.   
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001rkT_HutrOkwNFv_Ile2I8aSSDE7tlWouU3ZKHgcwYKp8jAVecjqhCx3zSy1Ab7C8KJuqgJS6oQnjvzoV_b7lECFltSnPJV5ahO2ARGNJ3NUVESUMCw5hcvB__OWDfHTVzoWR9mwLsFo_TsJuPV0P22PFuV8K5Pw0frCIqoa6PATh0-r8H_x1z_VJtJZrjXeA&c=1JHyEMXuV-mHpmUccyGAGYgHGbmieDZy6
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Minary’s Dream Alliance Request.  Minary’s Dream Alliance and Li’l Saints Chapel of 
New Christian Chapel of Love sent a request to CVMA members asking for organizations 
to volunteer to adopt a family living in poverty and purchase some items such as socks, 
pjs, sweat pants and a couple of toys. Through Emmanuel’s Outreach budget, we were 
able to adopt a small family (2 children, one adult) and provide them with some Christmas 
cheer by purchasing items on their Christmas Wish list.   

 
 

Senior Warden’s Corner 

Well, we are finally at the end of the most difficult year in recent memory. 2020 has been the year that kept on 
giving – almost never anything we were prepared for or wanted to receive!  

Through all of the sadness and disappointments, we, at Emmanuel, have been compliant with health 
requirements, have stayed in touch with each other in new and imaginative ways, and have supported the 
parish.  We are thankful to Bishop San and more than blessed that Darcy is leading us through this desert. The 
semi-weekly E-news is informative with cheery pictures, and the lovely Advent Reflection booklet are only 
two examples of her love and attention that keep our spirits up. 

The coming year is looking brighter, but Zooming, masks, physical distancing, handwashing, and supporting 
each other will still be needed to complement the vaccine as it becomes available.  

As you see elsewhere in the Messenger, the Search Committee is moving ahead with gathering information for 
the Emmanuel profile. This is where each of us as parishioners have an opportunity to make a contribution. 
The on-going pandemic will keep us from having parish dinners and may also keep us from having coffee 
klatches to meet and talk about what our parish is and will continue to be, as well as what we hope it can 
become. The committee will need thoughts from every one of us in the parish, so be thinking about what you 
can add – whether it’s in a Zoom breakout group, with a note or a phone call to a committee member, or by a 
quick email. It will take all of us. 

Wishing each of you good health, peace, and blessings in the New Year. 

Sandy 

 

Christmas Services at Emmanuel -- What to Expect! 

  Dec 19/20, Advent IV -- prerecorded service of Lessons & Carols available on YouTube at            
      https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rThOLy-jU6A. A pdf of the service bulletin can be found on our   
      website, https://www.emmanuelchesterparish.org/, by clicking on the “Sermons/Newsletters” link.   

 Dec 24, Christmas Eve, 4 PM -- outdoor in-person service of Holy Eucharist with children's pageant and 
music, held on the sidewalk and street of Memorial Plaza Drive. Dress warmly, and bring a chair if you 
wish. Please call the office by 2 PM December 23 to let us know how many in your family are coming. 

 . . . later,  on Christmas Eve -- virtual indoor service of Holy Eucharist with music and sermon, recorded 
and uploaded to YouTube channel. The link will also be available through our FB page. 

 Dec 25, Christmas Day. NO indoor, in-person service at Emmanuel. Relax at 
home and enjoy the recorded Christmas Eve service at your leisure -- maybe 
with a cup of hot chocolate and some Christmas cookies. 

 Dec 26/27, Christmas I and Jan 2/3, Christmas II -- NO indoor, in-person 
worship services at Emmanuel. Please join us for a virtual service of Morning 
Prayer with music and sermon, recorded and uploaded to our YouTube channel. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rThOLy-jU6A
https://www.emmanuelchesterparish.org/%20
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Christmas Eve is in the Air              by Richard LaMotte 

Our family had a unique tradition when it came to gifts under the tree at Christmas. When I was ten years old, 
our parents made it clear which of the three of us were to get something a little extra special that year.  

This simply meant one of us, either brother David, sister Susan or I would get one rather large gift while the 
other two got the normal assortment of gifts. Mom would politely remind us, beyond reach of my father’s ear, 
that on a minister’s salary we could only do so much. There was never any jealousy—the three of us were 
always eager to see what the big winner was to receive behind “Door Number 1.” 

At age 12, my lucky number came up. I do not recall what I’d been asking for, but after singing our obligatory 
“Jingle Bells” as we marched down the stairs, I will never forget turning the corner and seeing an awesome 
brand new bike! 

I have no recollection of what else I got that Christmas but do recall the bike was gold and provided many good 
years of use. The most memorable thing about the bike was the story behind its appearance.  

My father had it hidden in the basement of St. John’s Church. Following the midnight Christmas Eve service, 
he snuck it into our station wagon before heading home. The plan was perfect, except one minor flaw. Upon 
loading it in the car he noticed both tires were flatter than linguini! 

After leaving the church, he found a gas station where the owner had left the air pump 
on. So, he pumped the tires up firm and was home by 1am.  

After Christmas, my father went by the gas station to personally thank the owner. He 
said, “That’s Wonderful! I leave that pump on every Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
just for that very reason!”  

 
From Darcy+ 
 

I recently came across this Christmas reflection written twenty years ago by a friend. Kathy died about five 
years ago from ALS, but her words rang especially true for me this year as we have found ourselves staying 
apart from family and friends in an effort to protect them and ourselves from COVID-19. Christmas is family, 
but as my friend wrote, “it’s God’s family joining together. . .”  Although we will not be able to gather as we 
have in the past, we do all gather in prayer and joyful celebration, each in our own space, to give thanks and 
praise to God for the gift of himself in the form of a tiny, vulnerable infant born 2000 years ago. With my 
prayers for each of you to have a blessed and holy Christmas.  ~~~ Darcy+ 
 
“CHRISTMAS IS FAMILY 
Lord, behold our family here assembled. We thank thee for this place in which we dwell: for the love that unites 
us; for the peace accorded us this day, for the hope with which we expect the morrow, for the health, the work, 
the food and the bright skies that make our lives delightful ...Robert Louis Stevenson 
 

It’s the family huddled in the stable in Bethlehem, sharing their lodging with animals and sleeping on coarse 
hay yet basking in the glory of angelic music and heavenly light; 
 

it’s the family formed through friendships when there is such a connection of similar thoughts and needs that 
people of varied background are drawn together into a unit of mutual caring and sharing; 
 

it’s the family of father, mother, children, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins with their shared heritage 
and lasting traditions; 
 

it’s the single parent family striving to stretch money and time in order to provide a nurturing home life as well 
as basic food, clothing and shelter for children and parent alike; 
 

it’s the family of our parishioners who “gather to worship God, welcome all in fellowship, strengthen our faith” 
and “go out to share and live God’s love be faithful stewards of God’s creation, help those in need”; 
 

it’s God’s family joining together to celebrate the birth of His Son. As we strive to work in His path and be 
more like Jesus, shouldn’t we all focus on THIS family as the center of our lives during this blessed season and 
throughout the year?” 
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Worship in January 
 

January 2/3, 2021 (W) Christmas II 
Flowers:  Christmas memorials 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Pam & Ron Abler; Bunny & 
Frank+ Adams; Peggy Albertsen; and Anne Allen 
 
January 9/10 (W) Epiphany I 
Flowers:    Harriet V. Kratzer 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Janie Ashley; Anne 
Bainbridge; and Leslie Baldwin 
 
January 16/17 (G) Epiphany II 
Flowers:    Dorothy Q. & A. Colclough (COKE-ly) 
Dick 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Stu & Frannie Baldwin; Bob 
Barnes; and George Barnum 
 
January 23/24 (G) Epiphany III 
Flowers:    Ann Wilmer & Alexander H. Hoon, and 
Isabel Perry & Philip George Wilmer 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Debra & Charlie Barton; 
Barbara Belden; Nancy & Ben Bennington; and 
Helen Billings 
 
January 30/31 (G) Epiphany IV 

Annual Meeting Sunday 
Flowers:    This Date is Available 
Parish Prayer Cycle:   Sally Bitter; Sandy Bjork; 
and Penny & Jim Block 

Worship in February 
 

February 6/7(G) Epiphany V 
Flowers:  Ann, Trent & Tyler Ward, and Bill & Janet 
Knapp  
Parish Prayer Cycle: Julie, Brent, Adele, Gardner, & 
Oliver Blyman; Ann & Michael Bourne; and Barbara 
& David Bowering 
 

February 13/14 (G) Last Epiphany 
Flowers:  Dorothy Vickers Anthony 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Bernadette & Paul Bowman; 
Ann Boyden; Janet Brandon; and Robyn & Neil 
Brayton 
 

Wednesday, February 16—Ash Wednesday (Bl) 
 
February 20/21 (P) Lent I 
No Altar Flowers during Lent 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Anne Bricker; Jerry Bristoll; 
and Bonnie & Bill Brockschmidt 
 
February 27/28 (P) Lent II 
No Altar Flowers during Lent 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  M.G. Brosius; Carolyn Brown 
& Teijo Niemela; Phyllis & Roger Brown; and John 
Buckley 
 
March 6/7 (P) Lent III 
No Altar Flowers during Lent 
Parish Prayer Cycle:  Virginia Catherwood; Anne 
Charles; and Melissa Clarke 
 
 

 Flower Memorials, Parish Prayer Cycle 

Notes:  Uppercase letters in parentheses 
indicate liturgical colors:   

B=black, BL=blue, G=green, R=red, 
LA=Lenten array, P=purple, W=white 
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Staff:  

The Reverend F. Darcy Williams,  
Priest-in-Charge 

Stephanie LaMotte, Director of Music 
   and Choirmaster 

G. Robert Tyson, Choirmaster Emeritus 

Avis Wheatley, Organist 

Laura Kaufmann, Parish Secretary 

Sue Byerly, Financial Assistant 

Melvin Thompson, Sexton 
Emmanuel Church, PO Box 875  
Chestertown, Maryland 21620  

emmanuelchestertown@gmail.com  
www.emmanuelchesterparish.org  

410-778-3477  

Remember—The deadline for the March/April 2021 issue of The Messenger is Monday, February 15.  
Submit your hard-copy articles to the Parish Office, or e-mail them to emmanuelchesterparish@gmail.com.  
We would also love to have copies of any pictures of the Parish at work or play for inclusion in future articles. 

Vestry:  
Term end dates are in parentheses 

George Barnum (2021) 

Jim Block (2021) 

Susan Roberson (2021) 

Craig Jackson (2022) 

Brianna Mayer (2022) 

George Shivers (2022) 

Nancy Dick (2023) 

Earl McGimpsey (2023) 

Betty Weller (2023) 

 

 

Parish Officers: 

Sandra Bjork, Senior Warden  

Thomas Mack, Jr., Junior Warden 

Roger Brown, Treasurer 

Penny Block Registrar  

Vestry Highlights from November and December 2020 

 The Treasurer reported that at the end of November, we had received 80% of anticipated income with 

expenses at 71% of budget.  

 Approved the budget of $42,216 submitted by the Search Committee for anticipated expenses related to 

the Search for the 34th Rector of Emmanuel.  

 The wood trim in the Garth has been repainted by Zierfuss Painting. Work will continue periodically to 

scrape and repaint all the exterior wood trim. This will be an on-going project. 

 Approved the nominations submitted by the Nominating Committee (see page 2) 

 Approved draft of the 2021 parish budget 

 Received reports on A/V equipment options, Stewardship, Rector Search, and the first Pre-Convention 

meeting of the diocese. 

 Next Vestry meeting: January 17, 2021 

Updated Information 

 Nancy & Fred Harmon 
501 E. Campus Ave., Apt. 141 
Chestertown, MD  21620 

Bill & Faith Parshall (e-mail) 

parshallww@gmail.com 
rfmillen@verizon.net 

Sandra Willett-Jackson (e-mail) 

swilljack@gmail.com 

* Church Offices closed December 25—January 3, 2021 for the Christmas Holiday * 


